LENIN

It requires all his prestige to put this new system
into effect and to persuade the other leaders that this
is not a scuttling of the Marxian principles. Instead,
he insists, it is a bold application of the dialetic prin-
ciple of correcting the theory in accord with actual ex-
perience. He holds that the government still owns the
land and the natural resources. Its control over them
is strong enough to prevent the new policy from going
beyond the point where it will cease to be useful in
supplying the immediate needs of the people.

The policy goes into effect in 1921 and soon "the
deserted streets take on fresh life ... foodstuffs
appear in the markets, and economic commerce with
Western Europe and America, which has been com-
pletely suspended for many years, begins to revive."
Further, there begins a flow of American engineers
and scientists to Russia, installing machinery and teach-
ing young Russians how to use it and to make more of
it from the metals dug from Russian mines. "This
bold decision," says Fiilop-Miller, "suddenly to replace
the existing communist organization of trade and in-
dustry by a capitalistic system, is certainly one of the
most amazing examples of Lenin's capacity for adapt-
ing himself to the conditions of the moment, and not
shrinking even from actions which were bound to make
his loyalty suspect even in the eyes of his followers."
Lenin sees it as in no sense a desertion of his ultimate
goal but as an immediate and practical necessity to
save the people from unnecessary misery and to preserve
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